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APPENDIX IV

THE REV, THOMAS SWIFT JUNIOR AND ROBERT

HARLEY

THE REV. THOMAS SWIFT (supra, p. 184) published in 1710 a
sermon with the title, " Noah's Dove: an Earnest Exhortation to
Peace, set forth in a sermon [on Isaiah xi, 13, 14], preached on
the yth of November 1710, a Thanksgiving Day, by Thomas
Swift, A.M., formerly Chaplain to Sir William Temple, now Rector
of Puttenham in Surrey." This work was dedicated to Robert
Harley in the " conceited and pedantic " address printed below,
and was evidently a source of much amusement to Harley who
was wont to tease Swift by calling him Dr. Thomas Swift
("Prose Works," ii, fassim). It appears from a letter, which I
have subjoined, from Thomas Swift to Bernard Lintot, the well-
known bookseller, that the sermon was brought under Harley's
notice by his librarian, Humphrey Wanley, and that subsequently
Thomas Swift sought through Wanley, Harley's patronage for
some further literary enterprise of which nothing is now known.
The original of this letter is amongst Wanley's manuscripts in the
British Museum (Harleian 3781).

THE REV. THOMAS SWIFT TO ROBERT HARLEY

Puttenham, November 21, 1710.
SIR,

THE distressed Dove having hovered long upon the wing, and
seen all things round her covered with Discord's universal deluge,
so that she can find no rest for the sole of her foot, closes up her
wearied wings, and presents her olive to you.

That olive, which as it was thought at that time the fittest of all
things to be sent to Noah as a sign of the fall of those waters; so
may it prove now an auspicious hieroglyph of the abatement of
these.

Her humility, Sir, makes her lay this olive at your feet, which
should rather be made into a wreath to adorn your head; whose
wisdom and justice, like that of Noah's, has preserved you from
that flood which overturned the Old World, and has made you
judged worthy to be continued as the patriarch of the New.From Copenhagen.)
